BEFORE THE
STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

CJC No. 18-0621

PUBLIC REPRIMAND

HONORABLE JEANINE L. HOWARD
CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT NO. 6
DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

During its meeting on February 5-6, 2020, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct
concluded a review of the allegations against the Honorable Jeanine L. Howard, Judge of the
Criminal District Court No. 6, Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. Judge Howard was advised by letter of
the Commission’s concerns and provided a written response. After considering the evidence before
it, the Commission enters the following findings and conclusions:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At all times relevant hereto, the Honorable Jeanine L. Howard was Judge of the Criminal
District Court No. 6 in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.

2. Keisha Nixon, a domestic violence victim, is the former girlfriend, now wife, of Cleveland
Nixon, a defendant who had several family violence cases between 2011 and 2014, which
were pending in Judge Howard’s court.

3. On February 5, 2018, Mrs. Nixon attended a Meet the Candidates political forum called,
“Monday Night Politics,” sponsored by the Dallas Examiner.

4. Judge Howard, a candidate for re-election to the Dallas County District Court No. 6, appeared
at the forum to address the public regarding her qualifications and experience. Judge
Howard’s campaign opponent and Democratic candidate Alison Grinter also appeared at the
forum.

5. During closing remarks and after seeing Mrs. Nixon clap for her opponent, Judge Howard
took the microphone, singled her out of the crowed and called her by name stating, “Ms.
Nixon.”
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